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G R A M M A R  

Complete the article by filling the gaps with proper verb form or verb tense. Write your answers 

in the spaces below the article. Example: (00) may be 

                                  Iranian tourism rises from the ruins 

Iran – 00 – (be, may) home to a treasure trove of antiquities and world class archeological sites, but for 

years tourists shunned a country better known for its rogue nuclear programme and restrictive rules on 

female clothing. All that – 01 – (change) since the election of Hassan Rouhani as president in June.  

Tourists – 02 – (flock) to the Islamic republic, encouraged by signs of a thaw in its relations with the 

outside world.  

  Some 1m foreigners – 03 – (visit) Iran in the two months to October 22, 2013, according to a senior 

official at the Iran tourism organization – a 35 per cent rise on the previous year. Iran is believed - 04 – 

(see, not) such a surge since the victory of reformist president Mohammad Khatami in the late 1990s.  

Travel agencies gave up trying to attract visitors under the former president, whose combative stance 

on Iran’s nuclear programme  – 05 – (alienate) world powers and would-be visitors.  

  “The market was so stagnant over the past eight years. That made us focus on domestic tourists,” said 

Ahmad Saeian, who manages Hotel Homa in the city of Shiraz, home to ancient ruins that – 06 – (be) 

once the capital of the Achaemenid Empire. 

  But Mr Rouhani´s election – 07 – (create) “a positive attitude towards Iran,” said Manouchehr 

Jahanian, a deputy head of the tourism organization. Already business – 08 – (pick up). Mr Saeian 

said: “Three travel agencies from Germany visited our hotel last week to cover our services, which we   

– 09 – (see, not) for years.”  

  Seventy foreign companies have booked tours for next spring, reported one travel agent. “Such 

bookings did not exist in the past,” he said, predicting that foreign tours – 10 – (double) next year. A 

weaker rial has helped attract tourists, he added. 

  With attractions such as the ancient ruins of Persepolis, a world heritage site, Pasargad, tomb of 

Persian king Cyrus the Great, and the city of Isfahan, often called one of the world’s most beautiful 

cities, Iran believes that it can increase the $1bn it  – 11 – (earn) annually from tourism. 

Mr Rouhani hopes a tourism revival  – 12 – (create) jobs for young Iranians at a time when youth 

unemployment is more than 20 per cent.   

  Still, challenges remain. A lack of investment in recent years means that the quality of Iran’s hotels, 

guides and transport is below world standards. “It now feels like a small net – 13 – (spread) but too 

many fish are being attracted,” said Afshin Farsyabi, a tour guide. “The net has holes which need – 14 

– (fix) very quickly.”  

  Those who want to fly to Iran – 15 – (limit, also) in their choice of airline. In addition to Turkish 

Airlines, Emirates and Qatar Airlines, Alitalia and Lufthansa are the only western airlines still to fly 

there.  

01 ………………………………………..  09……………………………………….. 

02………………………………………..  10 ………………………………………. 

03 ………………………………………..  11 ………………………………………. 

04 ………………………………………...  12 ………………………………………. 

05 …………………………………………  13 ………………………………………. 

06 ………………………………………..  14 ………………………………………. 

07 ………………………………………..  15 ……………………………………….. 

08 ……………………………………….. 
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V O C A B U L A R Y  

Read the article below. Use the word given in CAPITALS at the end of each line to form a word 

that fits in the space in the same line. Write your answers in the spaces provided. 

Modern banqueting houses can be temples to feasting 

and –00–. Eating in the garden might not be an obvious FRIEND  00…friendship.. 

priority,  – 01 –. But winter is the time of year when  ADMIT  01 ………………….. 

the sun is low, casting – 02 – gold against cobalt skies.      DEPTH  02…………………. 

The fallow – 03 – can be wonderful, if you’re insulated. LAND                        03 ………………… 

And while you could always settle for a hot dog in the  

– 04 –, it is better to build a banqueting house. It is one GREEN  04 ………………… 

of the most civilized – 05 – concepts ever, and deserves     ARCHITECTURE 05 …………………. 

a renaissance. 

Deep inside them, there lies a – 06 – primordial quality.   WONDERFUL  06………………….. 

It shares its DNA with the – 07 – hut – a canopy of             PRIMITIVISM 07 ………………….. 

Stacked trunks and branches that the Roman author 

Vitruvius explained as the root of all architecture.  

Given the Mediterranean weather, many Romans 

didn’t even bother with a canopy for – 08 – dining.            OUT       08…….…………….. 

After 399BC, came the concept of a draped couch  

set in the street with a table of food, consumed in the 

company of clay models of – 09 – gods. A less  ASSORT   09 …………………. 

– 10 – version of street banquet still happens for royal       STYLE   10 …………………. 

jubilees in certain  – 11 – reaches of the former Roman NORTH  11…………………...  

Empire. Unless it rains. And therein lies the rub.  

Rain is the driving force behind the banqueting 

houses of northern Europe. With the right – 12 –   CULTIVATE  12 ………………….. 

and the – 13 – of a gale, the architecture grew from  THREATEN  13 ………………….. 

simple origins into a tradition of pavilions of utter - 14 –.  FABULOUS  14 ………………….. 

Food was a principal means of imposing medieval 

– 15 –,  and 500 years ago hosts took leave of their halls    MUNIFICENT 15 ………………….. 

and great chambers and began to offer sweetmeats in   

glazed and painted garden buildings. Some were  

temporary – 16 – structures of great cost and    CEREMONY  16 ………………….. 

- 17 – .                                                                                   COMPLEX  17 ………………….. 

In 1527, Henry VIII built a banqueting house at  

Greenwich to receive the French  – 18 – for the treaties EMBASSY  18 ………………….. 

of Amiens and Westminster. 

During the great banquet of 1720 held for the – 19 –   EMPIRE  19 ………………… 

Kangxi a total of 320 dishes were served, including  

monkey brains, thought to be a - 20 – for certain   CURABLE  20 …………………. 

dysfunctions.         
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R E A D I N G  C O M P R E H E N S I O N  

Read the article about John Fitzgerald Kennedy. For questions 01-10, decide which of the sentences (A-

M) above the article best fits into each of the numbered gap in the article. There are three extra 

sentences. 

A calling for new civil rights legislation   

B and agreed to take the missiles away 

C when he was hardly past his first thousand days in office 

D to make reasonable choices  

E to get America moving again 

F both sides had a vital interest in stopping the spread of nuclear weapons 

G advancing in 1953 to the Senate 

H and deter any aggression in order to achieve a world of law and free choice 

I Kennedy permitted a band of Cuban exiles 

J reminding his listeners of their roles and responsibilities as citizens 

K while recuperating from a back operation 

L to resume its old mission 

M he entered the Navy 

 

On November 22, 1963,  - 01 -, John Fitzgerald Kennedy was killed by an assassin's bullets as his 

motorcade wound through Dallas, Texas. Kennedy was the youngest man elected President; he was 

the youngest to die. 

Of Irish descent, he was born in Brookline, Massachusetts, on May 29, 1917. Graduating from 

Harvard in 1940, - 02 -. In 1943, when his PT boat was rammed and sunk by a Japanese destroyer, 

Kennedy, despite grave injuries, led the survivors through perilous waters to safety. 

Back from the war, he became a Democratic Congressman from the Boston area, - 03 -. He married 

Jacqueline Bouvier on September 12, 1953. In 1955, - 04 -, he wrote Profiles in Courage, which won 

the Pulitzer Prize in history. 

In 1956 Kennedy almost gained the Democratic nomination for Vice President, and four years later 

was a first-ballot nominee for President. Millions watched his television debates with the Republican 

candidate, Richard M. Nixon. Winning by a narrow margin in the popular vote, Kennedy became the 

first Roman Catholic President. 

His Inaugural Address offered the memorable injunction: "Ask not what your country can do for you--

ask what you can do for your country." As President, he set out to redeem his campaign pledge – 05 -. 

His economic programs launched the country on its longest sustained expansion since World War II; 

before his death, he laid plans for a massive assault on persisting pockets of privation and poverty. 

Responding to ever more urgent demands, he took vigorous action in the cause of equal rights, - 06 -. 

His vision of America extended to the quality of the national culture and the central role of the arts in 

a vital society. 

He wished America – 07 - as the first nation dedicated to the revolution of human rights. With the 

Alliance for Progress and the Peace Corps, he brought American idealism to the aid of developing 

nations. But the hard reality of the Communist challenge remained. 
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Shortly after his inauguration, - 08 -, already armed and trained, to invade their homeland. The attempt 

to overthrow the regime of Fidel Castro was a failure. Soon thereafter, the Soviet Union renewed its 

campaign against West Berlin. Kennedy replied by reinforcing the Berlin garrison and increasing the 

Nation's military strength, including new efforts in outer space. Confronted by this reaction, Moscow, 

after the erection of the Berlin Wall, relaxed its pressure in central Europe. 

Instead, the Russians now sought to install nuclear missiles in Cuba. When this was discovered by air 

reconnaissance in October 1962, Kennedy imposed a quarantine on all offensive weapons bound for 

Cuba. While the world trembled on the brink of nuclear war, the Russians backed down – 09 -. The 

American response to the Cuban crisis evidently persuaded Moscow of the futility of nuclear 

blackmail. 

Kennedy now contended that – 10 and slowing the arms race--a contention which led to the test ban 

treaty of 1963. The months after the Cuban crisis showed significant progress toward his goal of "a 

world of law and free choice, banishing the world of war and coercion." His administration thus saw 

the beginning of new hope for both the equal rights of Americans and the peace of the world. 

   
Total points:............./10pts 

 

L I S T E N I N G  C O M P R E H E N S I O N  

Listen to the text and answer whether the statements 01-10 are true or false.  You will score 0.5 

pts for each correct answer. 

 

01 Tamera was advised to go solo from the very beginning of the contest.  

 

02 Tamera sees performing with a live band as a challenge.  

 

03 Tamera thinks that clothes chosen for her do not suit her personality. 

 

04 Tamera forgot her lyrics as she had only a short time to learn them. 

 

05 Tamera cannot see her mum regularly as her mum lives far from London. 

 

06 Tamera hates Hannah as she regularly wakes her up in the middle of the night. 

 

07 Tamera and Nicole are from similar family backgrounds. 

 

08 If she got money, Tamera would like to buy a flat in London. 

 

09 Tamera is in love with Jay from Kingsland Road, which makes things complicated.  

 

10 Tamera does not admire Russell Brand as he just says what he thinks. 
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VOCABULARY: PROGRESSIVE TEST 

 

List as many illnesses and diseases as you can. You will score 1 point for every 5 correctly 

spelled answers. 
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